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coming totalisator-minded, and therefore
the totalisatov receipts may be expected to
increase, I think if anything is necessary
to compensate country clubs for whai they
may lose under the provisions of this Bill
the Trotting Association should inerease
the subsidy by the amount required.

Hon. H. L. Roche: What if if will not do
that?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: 1t is the as-
soeiation’s responsibility. With trotting on
its present seale the anssociation is making
large profits. One of its objects is to en-
courage trotting in the country, and it i3
doing a good job in that direction. Mr.
Baxter pointed ont that the Bridgetown
club reeeived a subsidy of £272. If that
is so it would not hurt the association to
inerease the amount by another £5 or £10
in order to ecover what might be lost in
fractions. This Bill proposes to reduce the
fractions by approximately 50 per cent. It
will not interfere with the six per cent.
which ig the ordinary revenue of clubs in
this State from the totalisator. As I
pointed out earlier, in other States of the
Commonwealth the fractions go into
revenue, while in this State 9214 per cent.
goes to the clubs and 7% per cent. to the
Government. I hope the Committee will nol
agree to the amendment.

Hon. H. L. ROCHE: I hope members
will support the amendment. This piece of
legislation could not have heen framed in
more appropriate terms if it had been de-
signed to make it difficult or impossible for
couniry clubs to earry on. If the Bill is
passed in its present form it will make it
more difficult for the parent body to sub-
sidise country clubs, and, in addition, will
accentuate the difficulties of those clubs,
owing to the loss of the fractions. The
country eclubs are being earried on hy
people working in an honorery capacity,
and this Bill, if passed, will only make it
more difficult for those people to provide
the sport the pecople want. The public
generaily are content to allow things to
remain as fhey are,

Hon. (. FRASER: I have been trying to
fit the amendment into the original Aet
and into the amending Bill, but it seems
rather complicated. The amending Bill
seeks to substitufe ‘“6d."’ for ““1s.’’ but
Mr. Baxter’s amendment seeks to strike
out the paragraph that makes that altera-
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tion, and to insert a new paragraph. I do
not think the paragraph suggested to be
inserted would meet the situation. There
would probably be a lot of arpument as to
what it meant. I think he could overcome
the diffienlty by allowing the elause to be
passed and moving a subsequent amend-
ment later on, setting out that the provision
should not apply outside a radins of 20
miles, for instance, of the metropolitan
area,

The CHIEF SECRETARY : I think there
is something in what Mr. Fraser has sug-
gested.  We should report progress and
examine this matter further,

Progress reported.

BILL—LEGAL PRACTITIONERS ACT
AMENDMENT,

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time,

House adjourned at 6.15 p.m,

Jegislative Assembly.

Thursday, 17th October, 1346,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30

p-m., and read prayers.
QUESTIONS.
GAOL SITE,
As to Report of Joeint Paerliecmentary
Commiitee.

Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister repre-
senting the Chief Secretary:

1, Has the inquiry into the proposed new
gaol gite yet been completed?
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2, If not, when is it expected?

3, If so, when will the report be made
available?

The MINISTER FOR
WEST replied:

1, and 2, Yes.

3, The report has not yet been eonsidered
by the Government.

TiIE NORTH-

SCHOOL-LEAVING AGHE.
As to Estimuated Increase in Attendances.

Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister for
Edueation:

1, Has a deeision heen made regarding
the raising of the school-leaving age to 15
years?

2, If so, from what date is it intended
that it shall operate?

3, What is the estimated inercase in at-
tendanees of sehool children {a) in Govern-
ment, schools, (b) in private sehools?

4, What will be the increase in the num.
ber of ehildren in the affected classes?

The MINISTER replied:

1, and 2, No. The possibility of raising
the school-leaving age to 15 yvears on the
1st February, 1947, is being fully exploved.

3, Kstimated inereased attendanee—{a)
Government schools—hoys, 2,109: girls,
1,818: tofal, 3,927. (b) Private schools—
boys, 389; girls, 497: total, 886, Total—
boys, 248Y9; girls, 2,313 total increase,
4 813.

4, Affected classes:—Class 4—fiovern-
ment: boys 21, girls 1; private: hovs —,
givls 3; total: boys 21, girls 6. Class 35—
Government: boys 53, girls 27; private:
boys 25, girls 9; total: hoys 78, girls 30.
Class (—Government: boys 138, girls 67;
private: boys 22, girls 3; total: boys 1060,
girls 70. Class 7—~Government: boys 557,
girls 304; private: boys 77, girls 88; total:
boys 634, girls 392, Clagy 8—(overnment:
boys 628, girls 672; private: boys 116, girls
2345 total: boys TH, girls 906, Class 9—
Government: hoys 378, girls ol3; private:
boys 90, girls 73; total: boys 668, girls 636,
Class 10—Clovernment : hoys 134, girls 184:
private: boys 39, girls 83; total: hoys 193,
girls 260, Totals—Government: boys 2,109,
girls 1,818; grand total 3,927. Urivate:
boys 389, girls 497; grand total 88G. Com-
bined totals: boys 2,498, girls 2,313,

WATER SUPPLIES.
s to Larger Pipes for Summerville.

Mr. LEAHY gasked the
Works;

1, Could he state whether a supply of
water pipes is now available to complete
the proposed increased water supply to
market gardeners at Summerville?

2, I suflicicnt pipes are available, conld
not the work be proeeeded with immediately?

The MINISTER replied:

1, It has not been possible to date to ob-
tain the galvanised ivon pipes requived for
the extension to the market gardeners at
Summerville, but continued cfforts are being
made to do so.

2, Aunswered by No. L

Minister for

BILL-MARKETING OF POTATOES
{No. 2).

Introdueced by the Minister for Agrienl-
ture and vead a first time.

BILL—LEGAL PRACTITIONERS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Couneil.

BILL—FACTORIES AND SHOPS ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 3).

Recommittal.,

On motion by Mr. MeDonald, Bill recom-
mitted for the further consideration of
Clause 11,

In Committee.

Mr. Rodoreda in the Chair; the Minister
for Lahour in charge of the Bill.

Clause 11—Amendment of Section 138,

Mr. McDONALD: Members will reeall
that there was some discussion last night
regavding paragraph (b} which deals with
a week's notice being required for the ter-
mination of service. This morning I had
the advantage of a diseussion with the
Minister for Labour and I now have an
amendment which will meet his views and,
at the same time, will achieve what I de-
sired to bring about when I moved an
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amendment last night. I move an amend-

ment—

That at the end of proposed now para-
graph (h) the following proviso be added:—
‘‘Provided that this paragraph shall not
apply in the case of any person who is em-
ployed as a casual worker. For the pur-
pose of thia paragraph the term ‘casual
worker’ shall mean a worker employed for
lgas than six consecutive days.’’

The amendment will help to avoid any eon-
fusion. A casual worker will funetion in
accordance with the terms of the engage-
ment and there will he less possibility of
any misunderstandings.

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: As the
hon. member mentioned, we discussed the
matter this morning. Last night I pointed
out the diffieulty owing to there being no
definition of ‘‘easual worker.”’ I find that
in country stores a number of young peopls
are employed over the week-end, and we
woultd not expect them to be given a week’s
notice of termination of services. I have
no objection to the amendment.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as further amended, agreed to.

Bill again reported with a furiher
amendment.

BILL—-COUNTRY AREAS WATER
SUPPLY.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
A. R. @. Hawke—Northam) [4.42] in mov-
ing the sceond reading said: This Bill pro-
poses in effeet to amalgemate the Gold-
fields Water Supply Act and the Water
Boards Act. In addition, the measure con-
{ains a small numnber of new features, two
or three of which are of considerable im-
portance. The Goldfields Water Supply
Act and the Water Boards Aet have worked
reasonably well over the years and, in the
normal course of events, might have con-
tinued in operation for a long time to
come withont the drastiec action—if I may
s0 describe it—as set out in this Bill hav-
ing to be taken.

It is necessary to bring about the amal-
gamation, with some new features, in order
that a basis might be established upon
whi¢h the proposed comprehensive scheme
for the agrienltural areas of the State

[ASSEMBLY.]

might be organised legally and, in the
event of Parliament’s approving, be pro-
cecded with as expeditiously as possible.
If this Bill becomes law we shall, in effeet
and in fact, be saying goodbye to the Gold-
fields Water Supply Act as a statute. T
am sure that nobody who has any reason-
able knowledge of the background to the
establishment of the Goldfields Water Sup-
ply scheme will he happy to konow that it
has become necessary for the legislation
under which that scheme has operated to,
be repeated and to be incorporated to a
lnrge extent in a new statute.

It might be appropriate to tiraverse
briefly the history of the establishment of
the Goldfields Water Supply Scheme so
that a clearer recollection of the diffieul-
ties of those days might be brought to
mind, and so that the public generally
might be reminded of the extreme diffi-
culties that existed in the goldflelds dis-
triets before the scheme was established, as
well as of the great benefits the scheme has
eonferred upon the people of the Goldields
and those in the areas between Mundaring
and Southern Cross. Members who are
old enough to remember and those who
have read the history of ~ur goldmining
areas may recall that the Eastern Gold-
fields developed fairly rapidly in the nine-
ties, population having come to this State
from most, if not wll, of the other States
and from other ecountries of the world,
With the aggregation of a large popula-
tion in certain parts of the Eastern Gold-
fields, the question of a sufficient and safe
supply of water for drinking and domestic
purposes beeame nn urgent necessity. Con-
siderable efferts were expended by the Gov-
ernment and others in Joeating water sup-
plies on the Eastern Geldfields. A large
amount of bhoring was carried ouft and
every method known at that time was tried
in endeavours to locate underground sup-
plies or supplies of any sort that would be
sufficient to meet the needs of the day.

All those endeavours proved unsuccess-
ful, as might reasonably have been ex-
pected, and consequently the Government
of the day found itself with a first-class
and growing problem upon iis bands. The
Premier of that time was Sir John (after-
wards Lord) Forrest and the Engineer in
Chief was Mr. C. Y. O’Connor. The Gov-
srnment ealled upon Mr. O’'Connor to
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investigate the problem and make such prac-
tical recommendations as he considered
would be wise for the purpose of
developing a scherme that would supply
not only the immediate requirements of
the population on the Eastern Gold-
fietds, but aiso the reqnirements of
the greatly increased population whieh,
it was then thought, would develop
quickly in that part of the State
Finally, Mr. 0'Connor recommended that a
Teservoir be built nesr Mundaring and that
a large pipeline be constructed from Mun-
daring to Kalgoorlie. Whep it is recalled
that this recommendation was made some 50
years ago, I think it will be admitted that
it was extremely daring—from the point of
view of the layman, at any rate—and also
that it was of an exceptionally noble
character,

Time bas proved it to be a recommenda-
tion which was entirely practicable, the
earrying out of which conferred very great
bencits not only upon the people of the
Eastern Goldfields but also upon large num.-
bers of people in the towns end farming
areas between Mundaring and the Goldfields.
It would wot be possible to estimate the
encrmous economic value which the State
has reaped from the carrying out of this
recommendation, The scheme not only made
it possible to supply water to the gold-
mining industry and to the people engaged
thercin, but it also laid the foundation for
the tremendous expansion that took place
subsequently in that ndusiry.

Ag years went by and the lands in the
eastern agricultural areas were opened up,
water was made available for domestic and
stock purposes in those areas. But for the
existence of this scheme, it is certain that
the expansion of the agricunltural imdustry
in the eastern areas would have been but
small. The fact that water was made avail-
able from the scheme made it much easier,
much safer and much less expensive for
those engaged in the farming indusiry there
to establish themselves securely and, in the
great majority of cases, to continue their
farming profitably. Without going into a
great deal of detail, the establishment of
thig scheme was indeed of inestimabio value
to Western Australia in every way.

It is not asking too mueh of us at this
time to remember with very deep gratifude
the benefit which the men respensible at the
beginning of the century conferred upon the
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people of their day and upon all of those
concerned in the years that have sinece
passed. The Goldficlds Water Supply
Scheme is at present supplying the require-
ments of communities in 34 towns. It also
supplies wanter for the reticulation of ap-
proximately 975,000 acreg of farm lands.
It ean therefore be scen that the scheme
has played a considerable part in making it
possible for towns to be created, for popula-
tion in them to inerease, and for the pro-
duction of farm lands to be inereased far
beyond the stage that would otherwise have
been possible.

As the new features of the Bill are mainly
concerned with rating and the maximum
rates and charges to be imposed, especially
on country lands, it m»ught be advisable
briefly to explain the main rating systems
that now apply both under the Goldfields
Water Supply Act and the Water Boards
Act, At present the Tates levied on country
lands range from 2d. per acre to Gd. per
acre,

Mr. Doney: Where would the 2d. rate
apply generally?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: At the
30th June of this year the rntes that ap-
plied in the different distriets were as fol-
lows =—

Per Acre
Rating. . Acres,
24 .. .. .. .. .. ©b,608
3d .. .. .. .. .. 691,030
4d. .. .. .. .. .. 49520
6d. .. .. .. - .. 588,047
1,398,205

That inecludes the rating under both the
Goldfields Water Supply Act and the Water
Boards Act.

Mr. Doney: What is the determining fae-
tor? Is it distance from the main®

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: A
special temporary arrangement is in force
with respect to a relatively small acreage
dectarcd by the Rural and Industries Bank
to be in the marginal areas, Those mar-
ginal areas were established after the fin-
ancial depression and were so established
mainly because of the unreliable rainfall in
those areas. The rating for water supply
purposes in the areas concerned is 3d. for
every cleared aere of land. This arrange
ment has given considerable relief to the
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farmers concerned. They have in addition
been granted relief by other (fovernment de-
partments.

Mr. Perkins: Is there not 1d. discount on
the 6d. rate?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Al 6d.
rates are subjeci to a diseount of 1d. if an
amount cquivalent to one year’s rates is
paid within the currency of the rating year.
The discount is allowed notwithstanding
that arrears may still be owing by the rate-
payer. In reply to the question asked by
the member for Williams-Narrogin, the
basis upon which the rating is made is the
distance from which the properties are
gitvated {rom the wmain Therefore, the
rating sy~tem has velationship to the ex-
penditure that must be inewrred in taking
the retienlation pipes from the main to the
various districts to be served, As members
will ne doubt readily realise, it has not been
possible for the department to collect all, or
nearly all, of the rates imposed on tmm
lands during the past several years.

Tp till the depression period of 1929 or
1930 pavments were reasonably good, but
from then on until, say, 1939, payments
were far from good and large arvears ae-
eamulated against the Earmers, more par-
ticularly agninst those farthest removed
from the pipeline, and therefore in dis-
triets with a rainfall that was not reliabla
in every year. Over the nine years ended
the 30th June, 1946, the percentage on eapi-
ial expenditure of surplus of cash eollee-
Hons over operating expenses was—DBarbalin
digtrict, nil to 1.37; Kondinin, 0.07 to 2.07;
Navembeen, .30 to 3.04. It will he scen,
therefore, that the taxpayers of the Stale
generally have been earrying a very sub-
stantial financial burden in the direet sense
in connection with the water supply systems
established in those areas, and the aetual
water supplied to the different farmers.

T suppose the farmers themselves, and
perhaps many other people in the State,
wonl! try to console any Treasurer who
was worried about this aspeet by telling him
that the indireet benefits were very con-
siderable, aud that therefore the taxpayers,
although penalised in the direct way by hav-
ing to meet these heavy losses, were more
than compensated by the vaine of the in-
direet henefits to trade and commerce and
in the provision of employment and of the

[ASSEMBLY.]

many other intangible factors which go tc
make ap this term “indirect benefits.”

Hon, J. C. Willeock: The talk about in.
direct bencfits has whiskers on it, and should
not be taken into econsideration.

Ale. Perkins: If all the rates were paid,
would the scheme be self-supporting finan-
cially?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am
very interested o hear the member for Ger-
aldton, an ex-P'remier and Treasurer, say
that this talk about indirecet lLenefits has
whiskers on it and should not convinee ov
persuade Treasurers im the future as mueh
as in the past, However, there is some werit
in the argument that a considerable amount
of indircet lenefit does come to the State
by the provision of water supplics and,
through that, by the maintenanee of prople
on the land and the production of wealth
by them from the land.

My, MeDonald: The member for Murray-
Wellington agrees with that.

Ton. J. C. Willeock: We all agree.

Mr. Perkins: If all the rates were paid,
would the scheme be self-supporting?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
poliey in rospect of country extensions from
the Goldfields Water Supplvy Scheme haz
been to strike a rate not more than suffi-
cient to meet interest and sinking fund and
operating and maintenance charges on ex-
tensions, disregarding the cost of delivering
the water at the point of take-off from the
main. In other words, the cost of taking
the water from Mundaring to, say, Doodla-
kine, is not charged against extensions sup-
plied to farmers in the Doodlakine distriet.

Hon, N. Keenan: Is it charmed to the
Goldfields?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It is not
charged to the Goldfields either, except in
the bookkeeping and theoretical sense. It
is finally paid for by the general taxpayers
of the State. Separate balanee sheets are
not issued for farming services, the whole
of the results financially being merged into
the general account of the undertaking as
a whole. In water supply Aects applying to
country lands, provision is made for what
is termed a fixed annval rate. This fixed
annual rate is known more eommonly among
farmers as the holding fee. It is n rate
charged in addition to the acreage rate. This
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rate, or holding fee, is not popular with any
farmer I have ever met. All farmers com-
plain abont it, and protest strongly against
its imposition.

When the Water Supply (Farming Lands)
Bill was introduced in 1911, the Minister
concerned at that time said that this fixed
rate was to constitute a payment by farmers
for the water they would use for domestic
purposes as against the water they would
use for farming purposes. That was fairly
logieal; but it does not matter how much
logic one brings to bear in any discussion
onc has with farmers regarding this holding
fee, they still cling very solidly, and, in
many cases, even viciously, to the belief that
it is an imposition in fact, and one that
should be removed at the earliest possible
moment. In the drafting of the amalgamat-
ing Bill now before the House, consideration
has been given to that aspect and, as I deal
with the new provisions in the Bill, T will
explain exactly what the Government has
decided in that regard; and I feel sure that
farmers will say that on this ocecasion at
least the (lovernment has done the right
thing.

The first new provision I wish to explain
is that of a new definition as compared
with that in either the Goldfields Water
Supply Act or the Water Boards Act. This
new definition concerns rating zones. The
purpose is to enable the department to be
in the position in future to apply rating
much more equitably, area by area and
distriet by district, than has been possible in
the past; in other words, if this provision
becomes law, it will be possible to establish
much smaller zones in future than it has
been possible to establish distriets in the
past. Consequently, it will be within the
power of the board to give greater consid-
eration to more localised features and diffi-
culties and, where it is considered fair and
just, to establish differential ratings on a
much wider scale than has been possible in
the past under existing legislation. This
Bill will give the department power to erect
stand-pipes and to rate all land within =
three-mile radins. Power will also be taken
to specify the quantities which any person
may take at any time from such stand-pipes,
and to lay down conditions regarding the
taking of water from them,

Mr, Perking: It would not be the full rate
charged on the land?
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No, the
rate to be charged would be much less than
the normal rate.

Mr. Kelly: Would it mean the elimination
of all free stand-pipes?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It could
mean that, but the position in that regard
will be decided by the department in accord-
ance with conditions in any partieular loeal-
ity. The department considers it must have
power of this kind if these stand-pipes are
to be continued. Under the existing system
and under the existing law, we know that
many stand-pipes are abused, as it were, by
farmers and by others; and it is considered
that the only way to prevent those abuses is
for the department to have power somewhat
along these lines in order that the establish-
ment and operation of the stand-pipes may
be earried out on a more systematic basis
and be controlled with some diseipline, at
any rate, as against allowing the present un-
disciplined system to continue.

Provision is made in the Bill for altera-
tions and amendments to rate-books to be
made during the eurrent year and for periods
to a2 maximum of five years immediately
preceding the current year. This is reguired
so that rating omissions, errors, inconsisten-
cies and %0 on may be provided for in a
satisfactory way. Those members who know
the provisions of the Road Districts Act well,
will know that a provision similar to this
ong is to be found in that Aet. That pro-
vision has proved of considerable use and
value to road boards, and I am sure we will
have the same experience with it if Parlia-
ment agrees to inelude it in this measure.

In the Goldfields Water Supply Act there
is power to levy rates on any land sitvated
wholly or partly within ten chains of the
pipe-line. There is a proviso in this section
of the Goldfields Water Supply Act which
limits the land to be rated to a distance of
114 miles from the pipe-line. If any land
in any holding rateable under that Act ex-
tends 1% miles from the pipe-line, the bal-
ance beyond 1% miles is not rateable. In
this Bill we re-enact that provision, but do
not include the proviso. Therefore, if this
provision, as re-enacted, becomes law, any
holding of land within ten chains of a main
will be rated for its whole distance, no mat-
ter how far the holding extends from the
main ifself. It is not thought that there
would be many properties extending beyond
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115 miles from the main, but there are some,
and it is considered that they should be
rated for the whole of the holding. It is
felt that some substantial benefits might
arise therefrom, and that very little finan-
cial hardship wonld be imposed on the land-
owners coneerned,

Myr. Perkins: They would need to have
a lot of pipes to take advantage of the
water.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That
would be so, if they wanted to run pipes to
the farthest end of their property; but they
would not want to do that. However, that
would be entirely a matter for the farmer
or landowner himself to decide. The maxi-
mum annual rate for country land under the
present law is 1s. per acre. I think that up
to 1911 the maximum was 6d. per acre,
but, for some renson which I have not been
able to ascertain, the maximum rate per
acre that could bhe imposed was increased
from 6d. to 1s. However, no rate is imposed
higher than 6d. at present. Therefore, al-
though the maximum rate imposable was in-
creased in 1911 from 6d. to 1s., so far as I
have been able to ascertain, no greater rate
than 6d. has since been imposed. This Bill
alters the maximum to be imposed from 1s.
per acre to 5d. per aere, so the mauxi-
mum that can be imposed today under the
Act is to be reduced from 1s. to 5d. under
this proposed new legislation,

Mr. Perkins: No-one is paying more than
Sd. per aere now.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Sixpence
per acre is the present maximum, with a dis-
count of ane penny in cases of reasonably
prompt pnyment of rates in the emrrent
vear.

Mr. Watts: With the discount, the rate
is 3d.?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No, the
diseount will still be allowable under the
propesed new maximum rate of 3d,

Mr. Watts: The Bill says 6d.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If that
be so0, 2 late alteration made hy the Gov-
ernment has not been ineluded in the Bill,
but it will be made in Committee.

Mr. Terkins: The maximum rvate of Gd.
will be reduced hy one penny?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.

[ASSEMBLY.]

My, Doney: And will be further reduc-
ible by the one penny rehate, bringing it
down to 4d.2

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes. If
members of the Country and Democratic
League think that is too good to e tfrue,
and put forward amendments aceordingly
when in Committee, the Government will
give such amendments careful considera-
tion.

Mr. Watis: T am sorry there has been a
misprint in the Bill.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: In ex-
planation of that I would point out that
6d. was to be the maximum, but, after care-
ful incuiry earried out by a special depart-
mental cbmmittee, p recommendation was
put forward that 3d. should be the maxi-
wum,  The ({overnment considered that
recoinmendation only a short time ago, and
approved of it, but evidently the necessary
action was not taken to alter the maximum
of Gd., as proposed, to 3d. per aere, and so
the Bill contains the wrong figure.

Mr. Doney: Will there be a correspond-
ing rchate on the rates lower than 34.7

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I can
see that the member for Willinms-Narrogin
is niming at getting water without cost for
those on the lower rates, and I am afraid
1 am not prepared to commit the (iovern-
ment to go that far. If members have
studied the Bill I think they will agree
that the (Giovernment has gone a long way
lowards establishing a much more reason-
able system of rating than has ever oper-
ated in this State in the past. It is not
proposed in the Bill to reimpose the hold-
ing fee of £5 per annum, whieh I explained
earlier. In other words, the existing hold-
ing fee of £5 per annum will be abolished
and in its place will he established a mini-
mum amount of £2 to be paid each year.
In effect, where the rating as applied in the
normal way to each holding would not re-
turn £2 or over, the minimum to be paid
will be £2 per anpum. This will apply only
to ecountry lands, and, of course, anly where
holdings are small or in distriets where the
land is poor in quality and the return by
way of rates on an acreage hasis would not
be above £2 per annum,

Hon. N, Keenan: Will it provide aiy re-
duction in respect of the Goldfields?
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1 think
the member for Nedlands is dealirg with a
molter that is not dealt with in the legisla-
tion itself, hut in regulations made uwuder
the legislation,

Hon. N. Keenan: While in this generous
mood, ar¢ yon ineluding the Goldfields?’

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: All I
would say in that regard is that the Gov-
ernment has under consideration proposals
in relation to the price charged for water
to people living in certain towns, but I am
not making any promise. 1 &m not even
. suggesting that any reduction will be made
affecting any part of the Goldfields. The
Bill will give the Minister the right to
grant a concessionul rate to farmers who
have, at their own expense, established
water supplies on their properties suflicient
for their needs. The maximum coneessional
rate will be 3d. per acre and will operate
for a period of five years immediately after
this Bill becomes law.

That question hos arisen largely beeause
of the proposals developed for the estab-
lishment of the comprehensive water
seheme for the agrieultural areas. In those
areas many farmers have, over the years,
established water supplies of their own
which seem to thewm, at all events, sufficient
for all their immediate needs and which
they think might be regarded as heing rea-
sonably suffleient for all their anticipated
needs for some time to come. They argue,
with some reason, that it would be unfair
to impose on them the rate that might be
imposed on adjacent farms where no suffi-
cient provision has heen made for water
supplies.

Some farmers even argue that they
should not be rated at all under the pro-
posed new scheme and should not he
brought under it in any shape or form. I
will have something to say on that when we
are dealing with the Bill that is to follow
this. However, because the Government
considers there is some merit in the con-
tention put forward by those farmers, it has
included in this Bill the provision to which
I have just referred. At the moment T
am not in a position to say whether
the concessional rate of Jdd. will be the
maximmn  imposed hut, even if it s,
I think the maximum rate of 3d.
per aere on such properties for a
period of - five years will be offering
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them fair consideration. The fact that a
scheme of this kind will be passing close
to their properties will undoubtedly be of
value to them, even if only as it nflects Lthe
value of the land. The fuet that a per-
manent and assured and ample water sup-
ply is available will enable thetn as time
goes on to beeome linked with the scheme,
thereby obtaining undoubted benefits.

Argnments similar to those mentioned
have been put forward in other States of
Australin in the pust. I know of instances
in South Australia where the (lovernment
developed proposals for large water supply
sehemes in the country and farmers in
those areas, who had already incurred eon-
siderable cxpensc in providing themselves
with adequate water supplies, protested
against heing brought under the schemes,
and complained bitterly, but when the
sehemes were in faet cstablished and put
into operation it was pot long hefore most,
if not all, of the farmers were linked up
and were taking water for practically all
purposes on their farins.

Mr. Doney: Will there be a review at the
end of the five-year period with the object
of continuing the reduction if conditions
have not changed?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No. The
maximum period during whiech the conces-
sional rate is to be imposed is five years. 1
am positive that hefore that period has
clapsed cvery farner enjoying the beneiit
of the concession will proceed to enjoy the
greater benefit of being linked up with the
scheme.

Mr. Doney: Was that what ensued in
South Australia in the cases you have men-
tioned?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Un-
doubtedly it was. I think that is a very
important provision in the Bill and I be-
lieve it will meet most of the objections put
forward by farmers who have provided their
own water supplics on their properties.
There might still remain a few who will
eomplain or protest, but in an undertaking
such as that to be dealt with under the next
Bill, T do not think Parliament would for
a moment be justified in deeiding not to go
ahead with a scheme of the magnitnde pro-
posed, simply because a handfnl of farmers
in different parls of the distriets to he served
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looked on it from a narrow point of view,
and did not want it simply because they had
to pay something under it.

Another few feature in this Bill is that
it makes mortgagees liable in connection
with the recovery of water rates. That
provision has been in the Metropolitan
Water Supply Aet for many years and has
been found satisfactory by the department
concerned. As far as I am aware it has
not imposed any hardship or difficulty on
any mortgagee. The Bill provides for a
discount of five per cent. on rates paid
within two months of the commencement
of the rating year. That is a new provision
in this Bill, as compared with existing
legislation. The Bill aims to provide a first
priority for the recovery of water rates,
with special provisions relating to the Rural
and Industries Bank. Another new festure
gives the department power to take posses-
sion of land and hold or lease it, where
rates have remained unpaid for three years
or longer. As to the maximum rates to be
applied in townships, I would point out
that the maximum rates set out in the Gold-
flelds Water Supply Act differ from those
in the Water Boards Act.

Therefore, in order to give members a
clearer understanding of the existing position
and of what the Bill proposes I would quote
a short table that gives the information in
clear form. Under the Goldfields Water
Supply Aet the maximum rate for a muni-
cipality or townsite iz 2s. Under the Water
Boards Act it is 3s., and under the proposad
legislation it is 3s. except where the present
maximum rate is 2s. In other words, we
are re-cnacting in this Bill the provisions
on this point that exist in the Goldfields
Water Supply Act and the Water Boards
Aet. We are able to do that because we
are providing for a 3s. mazimuro to be ap-
plied except where the present mazimum
rate is 2s. Therefore the existing position
will be re-established under this legislation
and no district will be capable of having
imposed on it a higher rate than it would
have been possible to impose under the ex-
isting statutes. Where the annual rating
is less than £1, the minimum to be paid
under the Goldfields Water Supply Act is
£1, and under the Water Boards Act it is
capable of being preseribed by regulation.
Under this proposed new legislation it will
also be £1.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Briefly, therefure, that is an explanation
of the new features in the Bill. There are
some other points but T do not think they
are of any considerable importance and mem-
bers will be able easily to find them in the
Bill. In aceordance with the normal pro-
cednre, the clauses that have been taken
from other statutes are eclearly marked so
that members ecan readily see which parts
have heen taken out of existing statutes and
those that are new. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Mr. Doney, debate ad-

journed.

BILL-COMPREHENSIVE AGRICUL-
TURAL AREAS AND GOLDFIELDS
WATER SUPFLY.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
A. R, Q. Hawke—Northam) [5.32] in mov-
ing the second reading said: This Bill seeks
the approval of Parliament of what is ealled
the Comprehensive Agricultural and Gold-
fields Water Supply Scheme. Members of
both Houses are, I think, very well informed
regarding the proposed scheme because many
weeks ago copies of the doenment which sets
out the essential features of it and many of
its details were forwarded to cach member
of the State Parlisment. If any member has
lost his copy between then and the present
juneture or, perhaps, has handed it to a local
authority or some person or organisation
interested in the matter, I ean inform the
House that there is a limited number of
copies still available, and I would he pleased
to make additional ones available in such
circumstances. However, as I say, the num-
ber of copies still in the hands of the de-
partment is limited and it would not be
possible to make further supplies available
to any great extent.

"Before proceeding to stress the great need
of the proposed scheme or to explain the
main features of it, I would like to pay a
tribute to the Director of Works, Mr. R.
J. Dumas, and all the officers who assisted
him in the department in this project in the
engineering aspect and those other aspects
which, of course, are esseniial parts of the
scheme as it has now heen developed. Mem-
bers who have closely read the dotument
that was issued in connection with the pro-
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posals will know that the preparation of
them placed upon the shoulders of the Direc-
tor of Works and his officers not only o con-
siderable volume of work but a very great
strain in the technical sense. Particularly
is this so when it is remembered that the
proposals were developed during war-
time. Thus it will be appreciated that the
nctivities of the Director and his assistants
represented a work of considerable magni-
tude, one for which they deserve, I am sure,
the thanks of every member of ‘Parlia-
ment and also, I wonld think, of the general
community.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: There is the work
that they did for the Commonweaith Gov-
ernment, too, at that stage.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This
proposed water supply scheme will cover, ap-
proximately, 12,000,000 acres of agricultural
country in the Great Southern districts and
also in the north-eastern agricultural areas.
It will also provide a good water suppiy for
many towns, some of which are well supplied
today by a local scheme, others of which are
indifferently or badly supplied by Tloeal
undertakings and the remninder of which are
not supplied by schemes of any kind. As I
indicated previously, the undertaking is Lo
be known as the Agricultural and Goldfelds
Water Supply Scheme and will be known
as such for two reasons. The first is that the
Government feels that it is only fair to re-
tain in the title the word “Goldficlds.” The
second is that the raising of the wall at
Mundaring by 35 feet will, in part, enahle
additional water to be stored for use by the
goldmining industry as it expands,

The wall of the Mundaring reservoir
is io be raised under this proposal not
only because of this new scheme. In
fact, in recent years the Mundaring
reservoir has at times heen in a eritical
condition with vegard to the quantity of
water stored and the meeting fully of the
needs of its present-day consumers. During
the summer before last yestrietions regard-
ing the use of water from the reservoir had
to he imposed hecause the total quantity of
water impounded in the reservoir that sum-
mer was not sufficient to allow the depart-
ment safely to continue enabling consumers
lo draw water to the full cxtent they de-
sired. Had the rainfall in the suceceeding
winter been light then last summer very
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severe reslrictions would bave been necessavy
with regard to the draw upon water from
Mundaring. Therefore, even if no new pro-
posals hud been developed it would have
been neeessary for the Government to have
put in hand work for the purpose of rais-
ing the retaining wull at Mundaring very
considerahly.

Then agrin under these proposals it wilk
be necessury lo raise the retaining wall of
the Wellington Dam, which is situaled near
Coliie. There again it would have been
necessary to raise the wall even if this new
stheme had not heen formulated, bhecause
of 1he development of irrigation in the
South-West and, with wmore land being
hrought under irrigation from time to time
the storage capacity of the Wellingtor Dam
would have been too small to have met the
growing needs of irrigationists, Conse-
uently the Government would have been
unider the necessity of expending a consid-
erable amount of money there to enable the
retaining wall of the Wellington Dom to
be raised.

My, Doney: When it is roised as intended,
will the rescevoir cateh all the rainfall or
will there still be an overflow in normal
years?
© My, McLarty: Of course, there will he.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: In my
view it would have been necessary (o rase
the retaining walls at hoth Mundoring and
Wellington to mect the expanding needs of
the districts the reserveirs serve, but the cosi
of enrrying out this essential work is not
being made a charge against the proposel
new scheme to serve 12,000,000 acres of
additional agricultural land and a consider-
able numher of townships, That will enable
the estimated eapital cost of the new scheme
to be redveed considerably, and at the same
time it represents a great contribution to-
wards the project.

Mv, MeLarty: But is not that unsual in
conmection with most water schemes? Head-
works are not a charge agninst the under-
taking.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The re-
taining wall at Mundarving is to be raisml
by approximately 40 feet and accordingly
the quanlity of water eapable of heing
slored there in the future will be from three
to fonr times greater than ean be held Lhere
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ab present. As a matter of faet, the capa-
city of the reservoir today is 4,600,000,000
gailons and when the wall is raised to the
Leight I have mentioned, its capacity will
be increased to in the vicinity of hetween
15,000,000,000 and 16,000,000,000 gallons.
The present storage eapacity of the Wel-
lington Dam is 7,500,000,000 gallons, and
its new storage cupacity when the retaining
wall is raised from 40 to 50 feet, will he
between 38,000,000,000 and $2,000,000,000
gallons,

Members will therefore appreciate that
these proposals represent works of very
great maguitude, which seck tu inerease t' :
storage capacity of the water available to
the Government by approximately 400 per
cent. In effect, we arc going to increase
our existing reservoirs four times over at
least, and that will represent a very great
step forward in connection with the con-
gervation of water in Western Australia.
I think that probably the Governments in
most of the States of Australia today would
place the conservation of water in a very
high priority. As regards a long-range
policy, most Governments would give it top
priority. I appreciate that under present-
day conditions with so acute a house short-
age, Governments would be more inelined
to give housing No. 1 priority; but, as 1
say, looking ahkend and adopting a long-
range policy, I think most State Govern-
ments would regard water conservation as
& matter of first priority in the future
In Western Australia a poliey of that kind
is essentinl because our State is not en-
dowed hy Nature with favourable cireum-
stances for the conservation of water.

Huge sums of moncy have to be expended
here to enable water to be stored in large
quantities. Because of that different Gov-
ernments—not only this but others in the
past—have been scized with the importance
of conserving water to the greatest possible
extent so as to make the benefits of water
supplies available to an inereasing number
of the population.

I want now to deal with the necessity for
establishing the proposed new scheme to
afford regular and ample supplies of water
to the districts that it is being developed to
serve. The rainfall in the total area to be
served vavies considerably. In some por-
tions it is fairly substantial, but not in

[ASSEMBLY.]

others., As between the most favoured areas
and the least favoured in respect of annual
rainfall there is a great variation. Buot even
in the favoured distriets within the boun-
daries of the proposed seheme most of the
rain eomes in a comparatively short period,
and that leaves even those areas unfortun-
ately circumstanced for the greater part of
cach year. Therefore I think there is a good
and strong argument as to why this scheme
should be developed in such a way as to in-
clude all of the most favoured distriets
within its houndaries,

It is extremely difficult for farmers to
battle through the whole of 12 months if
all the rain, even if they get 25 inches of it,
falls within a poriod of, say, five months
or less because during the remaining seven
months they have a hard struggle unless they
have adequate water supply systems estab-
lished on their properties. The need for
water on the farm has increased as the years
have gone by. That need has been greatly
intensified by the change that has taken
place in the farming industries of the State,
especially those located in the areas to be
served hy this scheme

Before the 1929-33 depression wheat-
growing was carried out extensively in most
of the areas proposed to be covered, and
wheatgrowing was, in many instances, prac-
tieally the only source of income of the
farmers eoncerned because they did not, at
that time, carry any or many sheep. Wheat
had been sufficient for their needs, financial
and otherwise, and consequently they de-
voted practically the whole of their activi-
ties to the growing of that commodity.
Farmers who were engaged wholly or mainly
in the growing of wheat did not find it
necessary to have great quantities of water
available on the farm. The trade depres-
sion, with the substantial fall in wheat prices
and those of other primary products, had
the effect of causing farmers to put their
eggs into more baskets, as it were, so as to
have more than one source of income. The
result has been that more and more sheep
have, from time to time, been placed on the
farmg and, as the farmers have changed
from wheatgrowing to mixed farming, their
water requirements have largely inereased.

In many disiriets today, the ability of
farmers further to develop their properties
is severely limited because there is either
no water available to them, except what they
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cun conserve on their properties, or there
is not snfficient water available. I think,
therefore, that the proposed eomprehensive
scheme is essenfial to any further snbstan-
tial development of the farming areas, of
12,000,000 acrcs, which the scheme will
serve. If the proposed scheme is not estab-
lisbed and its inealenlable benefits made
available to the farmers in these distriets,
then I think there will be not much prospect
of their developing beyond the present
stage.

If the scheme is put into operation it is
not easy to estimate, with any degree of
accuracy, the amount of additional develop-
ment and progress that might be made by
the farmers and the distriets concerned. A
speeinl inter-departmental committee inves-
tigated that phase and put forward some
estimates which I will refer to at a later
stage. By and large, however, it is under-
estimating to say that the establishment and
operation of a huge water scheme of this
deseription would lead to great development,
and practically every ferm would be served
by it. Also, it might easily re-establish
many farming areas which went out of pro-
duction during the depression, and even
after the depression. It should, too, have
the effect of encouraging people fo bring
into production land that has not so far been
developed to produce wealth,

I come now to the question of the towns
to be served by the scheme, and I think there
is no doubt in the mind of anyone, nor could
there be, as to the value of an sadequate
and safe water supply to any community. I
am sure that some of the members who will
speak on the Bill will be able to tell others
just how bad some of the existing local
water supply schemes are, and just how dif-
ficult and unsatisfactory is the position of
the people in those towns. It has heen sug-
gested, from time to time, that there is no
need for a comprehensive scheme of this
kind, but that large reservoirs could he
egtablished in each locality—for instance,
one at Wyalkatchem, another at Dowerin, an-
other at Koorda and so on—angd that such
small local schemes could eonserve sufficient
water to meet the requirements of the loeal
farmers and the town population,

Mr. Doney: They would still be af the
mercy of the fluctuating rainfall,

Mr. Leslie: That suggestion has not eome
from the areas that you have just mentioned.
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I was
careful to try not to identify the suggestion
with any particular loeality. There are many
answers to that contention, but the most con-
clusive is that we must, first of all, get the
rain from Heaven and so eontrol it when it
falls that it will run into our reservoirs. It
is not of much use trying to establish re-
servoirs in areas where the rainfall is in-
sufficient in most years, and extremely in-
sufficient in some years, What we have to
realise is that loecal reservoirs of the type
suggested by a few people would fail in the
very periods when water would be most
needed in the distriets concerned,

The Minister for Lands:
have.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I there-
fore snggest that the only scheme capable of
supplying the needs of the farmers and the
townspeople in this huge area of country is
one established where the rainfall is sure and
sufficient,

Hon, N. Keenan: Where is that?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: For the
purposes of this scheme there are two such
places, namely, Mundaring Weir and Wel-
lington Dam. I do not know of any rainfall
failure at Wellington Dam either before or
since it was constructed. It is true that in
very dry years the catechment area behind
Mundaring Weir has not brought down suffi-
cient water to fill the dam, but in the 40 odd
years that the Mundaring reservoir has been
in existence it has, in only four yesrs, not
been filled. In all the other years it has been
filled and, as members know, great quan-
tities of water have flowed over the retaining
wall to ron to waste, ultimately into the sca.
Therefore it will be agreed by everyone that
the storage facilities proposed by the new
scheme are the best that could possibly be
chosen or disecovered in this State,

They always

The faet that there is already a2 main from
Mundaring as far ag Cunderdin will also be
a great aid to the north-castern section of
the scheme, because it will enable some of
the water required for the scheme to be taken
as far as Cunderdin in certain periods of
the year, but will not, of eourse, obviate the
necessity for duplicating the main line be-
tween those two points. The existing pump-
ing station at Cunderdin would also be vala-
able for the north-eastern section of the
scheme, as will several other features of the
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present scheme between Mundaring  and
Cunderdin,

I bave already informed members of the
proposals for the raising of the retaining
walls at Mundaring and Wellington Dams.
Lf this legislation is approved and the scheme
is proceeded with, it'will serve approximate-
ly 12,000,000 acres of farming country and,
in addition, 45 country towns. The area to
be rvetieulated is shown on the large map I
have tabled, which is to be hung on the wall
of the Chamber, It is also shown jn the plan
contained in the doenment, a copy of which
has been in the possession of cach member
for several weeks, The area to be eovered
will extend from Dalwallinu in the north to
Borden, near Gnowangerup, in the south,
and from Northam in the west to Burra-
coppin, near Merredin, in the cast.

Apart from the cconomie need for pro-
ceeding with the scheme, about which I
imaging there can be no argument, thera is
the question of the living and social condi-
tions of the people on the farms and in the
country towns. No doubt every member at
gome time has visited farms and stayed for
some days and nights, and there is no need
to say that where no water supply is avail-
able an the farm, the living conditions for
the farmer, his wife and their children are
far from what we desive to see available to
every man, woman and c¢hild in the State.
In more reeent vears, there has been a grow-
ing movement thronghout the world to pro-
vide better living and soeial conditions for
the people. This movement has developed
very solidly in Australia by virtue of the
policy of sneeceding Commonwealth Govern-
ments. They have aimed at improving living
conditions and social conditions for the
people, their legislation having inclnded
widows’ pensions, child endowment, liberali-
gation of old-age and invalid pensions, as
well as a number of other matters, including
assistance to people through an orgamsed
scheme for health and medicine.

The State Government feels that a great
tneasure of social improvement will be af-
forded to the people in the towns and to a
great many people in the farming areas con-
cerned by the installation of this large-seale
water scheme. T do not know whether those
farmers who claim to have sufficient water
conserved on their farms fully appreciate the
great advantages aceruing from having a
really ample supply. I should say that,

[ASSEMBLY.]

everr on the hest of the favins, greatly im-
proved living und soeinl conditions could be
created if they were linked to & comprehen-
sive water scheme of this sort.

Mr. Watts; To take advantage of the
scheme, n considerable eapital cost would be
involved. That is the trouble.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes;
there would he capital cost Lo establish a
retieulation service on the property, which,
of eourse, would have to be borne by the
farmer, but even so I should say that the
nndoubted benefit of being able to turn on
the tap at any time and be assured of an
ample supply of high-quality water for all
purposes would he worth the ontlay of a
few pounds of eapital expenditore.

My. Leslie: Provided the favmers, when
they turn on the tap, can get water, A lot
now turn on the tap and do not got water.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I agree
with the hon. member, but he knows the
reason why that state of affairs cxists.

My, Leslie: Yes.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: In
many farming areas served by the Goldfields
scheme, the supply is not always eertain.
This is not due to there being normally any
insufficicney of water in the Mundaring
Reservoir; it is due to the fact that the local
retienlation system has heen installed for so
many yeats and has deferiorated so hadly as
to make it extremely difficult at times to get
any water at all. In some of these loealities,
the reticulation system was installed when
the farmers were engaged almost mainly in
the growing of wheat. Consequently, small
pipes eapable of giving only a small quan-
lity of water were used. With the great
development of the carrying and raising of
sheep in thase loealities, farmers now need
ever so much more water, with the result
that the draw has been so substantial as to
canse the farmers further out to be in diffi-
culty during the hot weather in getting any
water for their needs. However, that diffi-
culty will not arise under the new scheme.

We propose to establish  the scheme
on the hasis of meeting the needs of a far-
mer earrying up to a ecertain number of
stock, ineluding sheep. The pipes will be
new, and therefore all the diffieulties exist-
ing in some of the reticulation systems off
the G.W.S. will not ocenr under the new
scheme,  So I emphasise the important secial
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benefits that will acerne to a large number
of people if the scheme be put into opera-
tion. It will be possible for people on
farms and in towns to have at all times
sufficient water for all purposes. Those who
have lived on farms, even if for only a short
period, know how bad the conditions of
Living can be when there is no adequate
supply of water, especially for domestie pur-
poses. I think it may be said with every
degree of justification that living on farms
and cven in country towns where reasonable
water supplics are not available has been
responsible for the gradual growth over the
years of a strong disinelination on the part
of many people to continue fo live in the
<country,

Mr, Seward: Not nearly so much as the
bad housing conditions.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There-
fore, I think I may claim that the new scheme
will have & very far-reaching effect in mak-
ing living conditions in the country much
better than they are today. I can imagine
thet the womenfolk particularly find the
lack of a deeent water supply a canse of
great worry and irritation to them. After
they have lived in the country for a time,
they may not be keenly conseious of the fact,
but they must feel all the time the worry
and strain of having to work and struggle
along without the decent amenity of an ade-
quate wafer supply.

I agree with the member for Pingelly
that housing is another vital factor affecting
people living in country towns and on farms,
but that factor is not dealt with in this
measure. As far as eireumstances will per-
mit, it will be dealt with from another
angle. The area proposed to be covered by
the scheme will embrace approximately 60
per cent, of the wheat farms of the State.
The sheep concentrated in the South-West
Land Division now represent 70 per cent.
of the State’s entire sheep population, and
most of the 70 per cent. will be in areas to
be served by the new scheme,

Mr. Seward: Of eourse, the South-West
Land Division starts away up north, near
Geraldton,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That is
so. On the question of the ineidence and
intensity of rainfall, I point out that the pre-
cipitation ranges from about 20 inches on
the western edge of the area to be eovered
by the scheme to 11 or 12 inches on the
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enstern boundary. As I mentioned earlier,
most of the rain falls in the winter and in
the cooler months of the year the proportion
being 70 to 80 per ecnt., which means that,
outside the cooler months, the rainfall in
those arens is only from 20 to 30 per cent.
of the total for the whole year.

My. Watts: That is only pericdical.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes, and
it applies only to certain distriets, Follow-
ing the heavy rains of the last two winters,
there has been an unconscious inclination on
the part of many people to place less value,
or no value at all, upon the need for our
doing something of a substantial natore
quickly in order to conserve additional sup-
plies of water.

Sitting suspended from 6,15 to 7.30 p.m.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Before
tea, I was referring to the fact that some
people had, because of the last two very
wet  winters, become wuch less water-
consecious than they were 18 months or two
years ago, when we had some dry winters,
with a consequent shortage of water in
many distriets affecting not only farmers
but some of the town schemes. I remember
that in the summer of 1944-45 the Govern-
ment was called upon to have water carted
by motor truecks to several farming dis-
triets. The servieces of the Army were en-
listed at that time and the emergency was
te a large extent overcome. The Army
made available trucks .and, in some in-
stances, drivers. A large quantity of water
was onrted to many distriets. I readily ad-
mit that many of those distriets will not
be included in this proposed scheme, but
some of them will be. The conditions in
the towns of Narrogin, Brocktor and Pin-
geliy—to mention only some—during the
1944-45 summer were very bad indeed.
They are, of course, still had at Pingelly.

Mr. Seward: They are always bhad there.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The ex-
isting scheme at Pingelly is of very little
use, as the water cannot be availed of ex-
cept for the very roughest of domestic pur-
poses. In other towns, such as Narrogin,
supplies had to be drastically curtailed,
thus imposing hardship on the people con-
cerned. At Narrogin the people not only
went short of water for domestic purposes;
there was no water for their gardens, for
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which Narrogin had a great rveputation, and
deservedly so, prior to that summer.

Mr. Doney: I amm not commenting at all.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
conditions to which I have referred were
nat brought abeut by the inactivity of past
(iovernments; because within the limits in
which they ecould act to remedy a wiluation
of that kind, they did so. It might be in-
teresting to members to know that the sum
of €£8,750,000 has been expended by the
tiovernments of this State in the pasi to
establish water supplies in country dis-
tricts.

Mr. Doncy;
scheme?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes,
Substantial efforts were made hy past Gov-
ernments to establish water supply schemes
to meet, as far as was possible under the
then existing eonditions, the needs of people
in country districts. The faet that approxi-
mately £10,000,000 will be expended upon
this proposed scheme indicates that, on a
financial basis of comparison, it will at
least equal alt of the water supply schemes
established in our country districts in the
past.  That comparison will, I think, give
members a clear idea of the magnitude of
the scheme and its ahility to serve the needs
of the people. I wish now to run quickly
through the towns te be served in what will
he known as the northern section of ihe
srheme. This section will draw its supplies

Inecluding the Goldiiclds

from the Mundaring rescrveir. The par-
ticulars are as follows:— :
Town., Poputation. Remarks,
Dalwaliinu 200 Nuexisting rcticulnted nupply
Pithara ... 1) do.
Ballidu .. R0 da, dn. do.
Wongan Hilly 400 do. do. do.
Koorda 200 do. do, do,
Wynlknt('hem 500 do, do, do.
Dowerin, ..., 400 do. dn, do.
ticomalling 930 Reticolnted from GAW.8.
Scheme
Northam ... 3,700 o, do. Jo.
York 5,000 du. den. dea.
Hererloy .. 1,000 do. do. do.
Meckering ... 450 do . do.
Cunderdlz ... 500 do. do. dn.
Tammin ... ) du. o, du.
Kellerberrin e 1250 do, do, do,
Doodlakine 200 &0, o, do.
erredin ..., A 1) 1] dao. do. do.
Nungarin e 10O do, do. do,
Bruce Rock 600 Existing retloulated  town
water gupply ~cheme,
Qualrading 300 dn, do. do,
18,350

In the southern section of the scheme,
which will draw its supplies from the Wel-
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lington Dam, similar parliculars are as fol-
lows :—

Town. Yoputation. Remarks,
Brockton ... J00 Existivg  reticulated town
water supply scheme.
Pinpgelly 1,000 FExisting retfculnted town
water supply scheme (not
sultable for human con-
suraition)
Narrogin 3,900 Exlsting reticulated town
water supply scheme
Wagln ,300 do. JQ. do
Katanning . 2,200 do. do. do.
Broomehill.... 200 No existing veticulated supply
Tombellnp 300 do, do, dn,
Gnowangerip 300 do. do. do.
Dumbleyung 00 do. dn. do,
Wickepin ... 300 do, do, do.
Corrigln ... 300 do. do. do.
Kojonup . H da. do. do.
Kulln 200 do. do. do.
Narembeen 30 l:nch.tinu reticulnted  wupply
from district water supply
Kondinln ... aab do. do, do,

12,050

The population in the southern section is
12,050, and the total popnlation far hoth
sections is 30,300, As I mentioned earlier,
severn] of the existing loeal town supply
scheines have proved inadequate for several
years past in regard to conserving sufficient
water, even alter a winter such as the last
or the one of the previous year. 1 have
some information regarding the basls uzed
in ¢onnection with this scheme to measure
approximately the water requircments in ve-
zard to farms.  The design is based on a
unit of 1,000 acres, carryving a wheat crop,
300 sheep, and 10 enitle, and also provides
for the necds of the furmer and his family.
The average daily quantity allowed in sum-

mer is as follows: -
Gals.
200 sheep at 1 gallon per head 300
10 cattle at 10 gallons per head 100
Domestic requirements 300
Total o

From a study of the performanees of exisi-
ing agricultural reticulation systems, the
maximum daily rate of supply is assessed nl
20 gallons per day. It 15 on the figure of
700 gallons per day that the total quantity
lo be supplied is calenlated, and on the fizure

of 200 aallons per day that the diameters
of the di tribution pipe lines depend. The
average daily  quantity allowed for the
winter period is: -
Gals.
Tromestic requirements 300
10 eattle at 10 gallons per lwml 100
Total 400
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The tutal annual goantity required per 1,000-
aere unit therefore is 200,900 gallons. tn
connection with town supplies, a stody of
consumption records for existing reticnlated
towns shows an average daily consumption of
40 gollons per head with a maximum daily
rate of supply of 60 gallons per head. This
has been allowed for in the scheme, together
with an increase of population of 23 per
cent. it the northern area towns and 100
per cent, in the southern area towna, Tn
other words, the scheme has heen drawn to
provide for the needs of the existing popu-
lation in each town in the northern areas
and the sontheyn arveas, hased on praetieal
experieneg in towns alrendy served from the
Goldfields Water Supply Seheme; and that
lias been plussed up by 25 per cent. in the
northern aveas to meet the estimnted inerense
in population and 100 per cent, in the south-
orn nreas, The member forr Williams-
Nurrogin looks as though he doubts whether
the population in the towns in the sounthein
aveas will inerease 100 per eent. in the
falwre,

Mr. Doney:
under-stating it.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I hope
T am very much under-estimating the posi-
tion that will develop within the reasonably
near future.

Mr. Leslie: What about providing for the
estnblishment of loeal industries in any of
thosze districts?

‘The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.
Provision has also heen made to meet the
prebability of industries being established
in somv of the distriets to he served by the
scheme. T mentioned earlier that careful
cousidlerution had been given to the design
of the scheme with the ohject of utilising
to the fullest extent possible the existing
facilities of the Goldfields Water Supply
Seheme, and T pointed out that the existing
main from Mundaring to Cunderdin wonld
be used for the northern seetion and that all
pumping stations and existing summit tanks
would also be used in connection with the
proposed northern section.

Mr. Watts: What is the consumption per
head per day in the metropolitan distriet?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I have
not that fizure at the moment, but if the
Leader of the Opposition would like to have
it T will undertnke {o obtain it for him.

No; I thought yon were

1m

My, Watts: I would like 1o have it if it
is available.

The MINISTER 1'OR WORKS: I have
already told members how the existing water
supply storages at Mundaring and Welling-
ton are to be used as reservoirs, in effect
and in fact, for the proposed new scheme.
In connection with pumping stations, it is
antieipated that before the extra mecessary
capacity in Mundaring reservoir is avail-
able, electricity will also be available from
the new power station now being construeted
at South Fremantle, It is therefore in.
tended entirvely to re-build and eleetrify thi
existing No. 1 pumping station at Mundar-
ing Weir, The nltimate duty of these pumps
will be to lift 14,000,000 gallons per day
against a total lift of 730 feet. These
pumps will deliver direet to the existing No.
3 pumping siation at Cunderdin and the
existing No. 2 pumping station will no
longer he required. The No. 3 pumping
station at Cunderdin will he re-built on an
electrieal hasis and will obtain its power
from the metropolitan power scheme.

It will be necessary to instal a bhooster
pump near Kellerberrin to enable maximum
day requirements to be passed from the
existing No. 3 pumping station to the exisf.
ing No, 4 pumping station. The Goldfields
main pipe line will naturally form the mam
backbone from which branch pipes will he
taken to the northern areas. From Cunder-
din an auxiliary pumping station will lift
water through rising mains, one running
north and one south and delivering to ser-
vice reservoirs loeated on commanding
heights from which distribution to the farms,
ete.,, will be by gravity. On the north run-
ning rising main a second pumping station
of & Diesel type will be required at Minni-
vale, Seven small pumping units will be
necessary to deal with local high areas.
Pumps and mains have been designed to
carry the maximom day’s supply and all
service tanks to provide five maximum days’
storage,

In the southern or Wellington section, the
design provides for the raising of the im-
pounding wall at Wellington Dam to the ex-
tent I have previously explained. The bulk
of this inereased storage at Wellington Dam
will not be used for this southern seetion of
the new scheme, but will be used for irrigs-
tion purposes; but all of the water required
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hy the southern section of the scheme will,
of course, be drawn from the Wellington
Danm. The hroad cutline of the design in con-
neetion with the southern scheme is shown
on the play marked “drawing No., 10" in the
decument in the possession of members.

The main pipeline will run from Welling-
ten Dam to the existing Narrogin storage
reservoir, which has a eapaecity of 77,000,000
gollons. That enpacity will enable the pump-
ing rate to be decreased considerably below
the maximum daily rate required by the
area. The diameter of the pipe from Welling-
ton to the Narrogin reservoir will be 28
inches, It is anficipated that power will be
available from the proposed South-West
power scheme, and the tentative proposals
for pumping are: One station at Wellington
Dam cleetrieally operated and another about
30 miles cast of the dam, also electrieally
operated. The duty for each station will be
approximately 5,600,000 gallons per day,
against 500 ft. total head.

At the Narrvogin storage reserveir, a third
pumping station, also driven by eleetricity
from the South-West power scheme, will de-
liver, through rising mains, northerly to a
hill about five miles away, from which water
will gravitate as far north as Brookton, and
easterly to a hill near Wickepin, 22 miles
away, from where water can gravitate over
a very large area, and as far as Narembeen
and Kondinin, where branches will he con-
nected to the existing distriet supplies for
augmentation of those supplies in years of
need. From the Narrogin reservoir—one
would almost think this scheme had, at this
stage, been drawn up by the member for
Williams-Narrogin,

The Premier: He is looking more pleased
than I have scen bim for a long time.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: As I
wis about to remark, from the Narrogin re-
servoir also a south-running main will take
water by gravity to near Wagin where an-
other pumping station—clectrically driven
from the South-West power seheme—will
lift it through a rising main delivering to
service tanks on commanding hills and ter-
minating at Holly, scuth-west of Katanning.
As in the northern area, small pumping
stations—three in number—will be required
to cope with small loeal high-level areas,
From the service tanks, distribution will be
by gravity to the farms,
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It will be appreciated that the availability
of electric power will result ip & reduction
in cost, both eapital and operating, of the
water supply scheme as a whole, and if
the water reticulation, with its incidental
amenities, is extended to farms, the develop-
ment of the power scheme will be aceelerated.
Therefore, the two schemes are complement-
ary, and the installation of one will substan-
tially heucfit the other. In conncetion with
the progress to he made with the scheme, in
the event of Parliament passing this measure,
I would draw the attention of members to
the information set oul on pages 21 and 22
of the document dealing with the scheme.

My, Doney: You have not found it neces-
sary to vary that data at all, have you?®

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
document that I have mentioned states, at
page 21—

Proposed stage by stage order of construe-
tion—
First year:
Purchase and lay 52 miles of Wellington-
Narrogin main.
Purchase and instal main pumps for above,
Replace 24-inch elements in % W.8. main
condnit between West Northam and Cun-
derdin with 36-inch.
Enlarge York-Beverley main.
Instal Kellerberrin booster pump on G.W.S,
main eonduit,
Instal Kodj-Kodjin pump at Kellerberrin
and lay reticulation,
Instal Belka reticulation.

I expected to see the member for Mt. Mae-
shall jump out of his skin at this stage, but
he has not even moved! The repurt con-
tinues—

Second year:

Complete Wellington-Narrogin main.

Purchase and instal Narrogin pump.

Lay Narrogin-Brookton main and reticulate
therefrom.

Lay Narrogin-Corrigin main.

Enlarge G.W.8. main conduit between Cun-
derdin and Kellerberrin.

Purchase main pump plant, Mundaring
Weir.

Third year:

Lay part rcticulation off Narrogin-Corrigin
main,

Ingtal main pump, Mundaring Weir.

Electrify existing No. 3 pump station at
Cunderdin.

Purchase and instal auxiliary pump (in
part) at Cunderdin.

Lay rising main, Cunderdin to Minnivale.

Enlarge main conduit—lay 44-inch ex Mun-
daring Weir and other requisite sections.
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Fourth year:
Complete reticulation off Narrogin-Corrigin
main,
Instal reticulation off Cunderdin-Minnivale
main.
Lay rising main—Minnivale to Kokardine
and branches.
Purchase and instal Minnivale pump.
Enlarge main conduit—requisite sections.
Fifth year:
Extend reticulation to Dumbleyung and
district.
Lay part reticulation north of Minnivale,
Enlarge main conduit--requisite scetions.
Sixth year:
Lay main to Holly.
Purehase and instal pump at Woodanilling.
Lay reticulation north of Minnivale,
Finlarge main couduit—requisite seections.
Tnstal anxiliary pump (sounth) at Cunder-
din.
Instal rising main (south} at Cunderdin.
Tuatal part reticulation off rising main
above,
Seventh year:
Lay retieulation (southern area).
York and Beverley main,
Lay reticulation (northern avea).
Eighth year:
Lay reticulation (southern area).
York and Beverley main.
Lay reticulation (morthern arvea).
Ninth year:
Lay retieulation (southern area).
York nnd Beverley main.
Lay reticulation {northern aren).
Tenth year:
Lay reticulation {southern area).
York and Beverley main.
Lay reticulation {northern area).

Members might like to have some informa-
tion as to lhe financial features of the pro-
posed scheme. The cstimated capital cost
is £9,330,000. The estimated cost of annual
charges includes—

£
{a} Operntmg expenses (includ-
ing pumping costs and
administrative charges) ... 184,000
(b) Sinking fund at .674 per
ecent. te redeem loan ex-
penditure in 53 yenrs 62,914
Lieas sinking fund contribu-
tion by Onmmon“ealth at
¥, per cent. . ... 28,333 89,581
228,681
(¢) Interest at 3% per cent, 326,655
Total 550,286

The estimated annual revenue cotmprises—

{a) Farm lands: £ £
1. Rates chargeable on
total aren not alrendy
served, viz., 9,602,600
ocres nt 5d. per nere .. 200,050
2. Additional gervice
fees at £1 each .. 8,000
8. Meter rents nt 10s,
per helding 4,000 212,050
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{h) Town lots, including addi-
tional revenue to be de-
rvived from Town Water
Supplies at  present in-
adequately served and on
the basis of n progressive
annunl incrense of 4 per
eent, during next ten
years:

1. Rate at Be.
net nnnunl value of proper-
ties with o minimum rate

in £ en

of 21 e 21,700
2. Non-ratenble town
lots, e, Gavernment
buildings, churches, ete,,
which may be served with
wnter 350
3. Meter renis—3,000
at 108 ... 1,500 23,6560

(e) Other Hevenue:
1. _Annunl sales to Rail.

way Department ... 2,500
2, Txcess water snles
generally ... e 10,000 12,500
Total 248,100

If the whole of the estimated annual
revenue is collected cach year, it will be suffi-
cient to meet operating and sinking fund
charges totalling £223,581, and provide about
£24 500 towards the annual interest charge.
If 90 per cent. eollections are achieved, there
will be approximately sufficient to mect
operating and sinking fund charges only.
Based on an estimated life of 90 years for
the main pipe-lines and serviee reservoirs.
and 30 years for the main pumping stations
and distribution pipe systems, an annual
sinking fund investment of £62,658, earning
intereat at 3% per cent. per annum would be
suflicient to eover depreciation charges,

As T have already indieated, it is thonght
that approximately 10 years will be occupied
in earrying the total scheme to eompletion.
It is reasonnhle, thevcfore, to assume that
with the added benefits of water, electrieity
and sewerage, together with migration to the
districts concerned, the annual revenue will,
at the end of the first 10-year period, have
increased materinlly. The revenue estimate
in relation to farm land is based on experi-
ence in the Goldfields Water Supply Seheme
districts. In those districts the amount of
water rates on farm lands, inclnding fixed
rates for ench separate holding, plus exeess
water charges actually colleeted during the
10 years prior to the 30th June, 1944, aver-
aged approximately 434d. per aere per
annum,

It is considered that the farm lands pro-
posed to be served by the new scheme will
be able to pay an annual water rate of 5d.
per acre, in which, of course, will be included
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the £5 holding fee, as it were, thatl is imposed
under existing legislation. The annual
revenue from farm lands has been estimated
on the basis mentioned, although it might be
desirable to adopt a zone system of variable
rating which will, in total, return approxi-
tately the same amount of water rates each
yvear. I referred earlier to the farmers who
have already made provition on their pro-
perties for their own water supply require-
ments, and pointed out that some of them
were opposed to being brought under this
seheme at all. Others were opposed to paying
the full rate per acre that might be imposed
and considered that they should be granted
a concessional rate.

On the busis of making a charge of 2s. 6d.
per 1,000 gallons for water made available
by way of rehate for rates paid, and also for
excess water supplied, a farm with 1,000
ratesble acres would be entitled to receive
166,700 gallons per annum if a rate of 5d.
per acre were to be imposed. Caleulated
on a sheep-carrying capacity of 250, the
charge would be equal to 1s. 8d. per sheep
per annum, and on a 300 sheep eapacity it
would be 1s. 5d. per sheep per annum, while
on the basis of 350 sheep it would be ls. 24d.
per sheep per annum. That is, of eourse,
debiting the whole of the charge against the
sheep and not allowing for any charge that
should be quite rightly debited to water used
for domestie and other purposes.

Mr. Perkins: You mentioned 2s. 6d. per
1,000 gallens. The present rate is often ds.
per 1,000 gallons.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I men-
tioned a basis of 2s. 6d. per 1,000 gallons
for water supplied hy way of rebaie and
excess, with the results that I gave.

Mr. Perkins: The 2s. 6d. is not mentioned
in the Bill. Is it proposed to use that
figure?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do
not say that 2s, 6d. will he the charge. I
am giving an example of what the position
of a farmer would he if a price of 2s. 6d.
were fixed for water made availahle by way
of rebate for rates paid, and water supplied
in excess of rates paid. The price to be
charged for the water will not be inecluded
in the Biil but will be decided ultimately
and made applicable by way of by-law or
regulation.

(ASSEMBLY.)

Myr. Perkins: The farmers will want to
know, beforehand, what the charge per
1,000 gatlons is likely to be.

The MINISTER 1OR WOQRKS: In all
seriousness, I say it is diflienlt at this stage
to decide absolutely what the priee will be.
I might mention that the price would be 2s.
6d., but ultimately, as the result of work
done in the consiruction of the scheme, it
might be either less or more. Looking at
the whole thing on the basis that we have
so far developed, it does appear that 2s. 6d.
might be the charge, but I do not think the
Government should be eommitted abso-
lutely to that figure at the present stage,
when no actual work on the scheme has
heen done with the exception of the pre-
liminary work involved in the raising of
the retaining wall at Mondaring reservoir.

Mr. Leslic: A low rate is no good if the
charges are too high,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No, ob-
viously, it is not. The eommittee that in-
vestigated the consumption of water on
farms estimated the annual econsumption on
a 1,000-acre farm at 201,000 gallons. That
would result in an exeess consumption of
34,300 gallons over and above the amount
supplied by way of rebate, which at 2s. 6d.
per 1,000 gallon would amount to £4 5s. 9d.,
and could be regarded as the charge for
water made available for domestic pur-
poses. From those figures it will be clear
that the annual charges likely to be im-
posed on farmers and the amount of water
to he supplied in return for those charges,
are reasonable. I do not think there would
he a farmer anywhere who would not be
happy to lay out some £20 per year if he
could be guaranteed a supply of 166,000
aoll ns of water in return—

Mr. Leslie: Do not forget that he has to
hear the initial cost.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: —es-
pecinlly when he would know that the
water would he of first-class quality, suit-
able for all requirements, and that it would
be available whenever he needed it. T ad-
mit that, as the member for Mt. Mar-
shall suggested, at the beginning the farmer
would be involved in capital expenditure in
the putting down of the reticulation system
to carry the water from his boundary to
various parts of the farm. Under the
gcheme it is proposed to take the water to
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the boundary of each property to be served,
so that the farmer will he under the neces-
sity only of providing the reticulation sys-
tem on his own property.

As to the certainty of increased pro-
ductivity, the committee to whiech T have
referred has prepared the following in-
formation. In the year 1939-40 the acreage
sown under wheat was 1,274,401 and the
total yield 17,505,796 bushels, or an average
of 13.7 bushels per acre. During the same
year the farming lands in the whole of the
areas carried approximately 2,400,000 sheep,
36,000 horses, 19,500 enttle, and 40,000 pigs.
The committee considers that the desigued
basis of this seheme, with each 1,000-acre
unit ecarrying 300 sheep in addition to
crops and other animals, is sound, in which
case the avea will be able te carry 3,500,000
sheep, which would represent an increase over
the 1939-40 figure of 1,100,000 sheep.

Given security of water supply and the
resultant amenities of life, it is thought that
farm labour will be more easily obtainable
in those districts, and that the improved
amenities and the better conditions of living
on the farms will have a very great effect in
the dirvection of keeping labour there per-
manently, This, of course, will depend to
a large extent, as the member for Pingelly
suggested earlicr, npon reasonable housing
accommodation being provided for farm
labourers, especially where married couples
are employed. If more farm labour is avail-
able and ecan be held upon the farms, it is
rensonable, provided market conditions arc
right, to expeet an inereased production of
wheat and other erops.

I mentioned earlier that the existing
storage eapacity of Mundaring had proved
to be insufficient to meet all the demands in
summer time. Until additional water can be
impounded at Mundaving, the revival and
further expansion of the goldmining industry
will, to some extent, be restricted. Therefore
it ean he claimed that the construetion of
this scheme will lead in the years to come
to & large increase in the quantity of gold
produced in the Eastern Goldfields district.

The defenee aspect also comes into con-
gideration. During the recent war, the Army
anthorities and the Government had to de-
velop a plan for the evaeuation of large
numbers of people from the metropolitan
area to country distriets. Although what
appenred to be satisfactory plans for mass
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evacnation were worked out onm paper, I
tremble to think what would have happened
if those plans had had to be put into opera-
tion and great numbers of people from the
metropolitan area had been under the neees-
sity of being transferred to country dis-
tricts and remaining there for rny consider-
able period. I am inclined to think that the
problem of water supply might casily have
frustrated most of the plans and to a large
extent have prevented any lnrge group of
population from remaining in the country
distriets for any considerable time. The
construction of this scheme will undoubtedly
be of tremendous value if any such danger
threatens us in future which, of conrse, every-
one hopes will not happen. However, in the
event of sueh an emergency arising again,
the scheme would be of tremendous value
in assisting to maintain a large number of
the metropolitan populalion in the country
districts,

Mr. Abbott: It would be very vulnerabl,
would it notd

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Any.
thing is very vulnerable in wartime, but the
further away from the coast people and
schemes of this deseription are, the less vul-
nerable they would be as compared with
their remaining densely packed in the metro-
politnn area where they would be subject
to attack, not only from the air, but also by
invasion from ships.

Hon. N. Keenan: But the supply could
be eut off,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Not
necessarily.

Hon. N. Keenan: Mundaring is in the
metropolitan area.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am
aware of that, and I am aware that the Wel-
lington dam is not far from the ecast in the
Bunbury area. Nevertheless, I suggest that,
in a lime of threatened or actual invasion,
great groups of population from the metro-
politan area would be much safer in some of
the distriets to be served by this scheme than
they woulg be if they remained at Fremantle,
Claremont, Cottesloe, Nedlands and other
suburhs.

The various aspeets of the scheme, includ-
ing the economie, wealth-production, the pro-
vision of more amenities for people in
country towns and on farms, and the defence
aspects have been presented by the State
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Government in a case put up to the Com-
monweslth, in which the Commonwealth has
been agked to make substantial financial
nssistance available to the State. The case
for presentation to the Commonwealth was,
in the main, prepared by an inter-depart-
mental commitfee consisting of Messrs. B.
Crimp, representing the Country Water
Supply Department; R. Brownlie, represent-
ing the Rural and Industries Bank; R.
Roberts, representing the Department of
Agrienlture; G. Cock, representing the Publie
Works Department; W. McCulloch, repre-
senting the Railwav Department and G.
Hammond, representing the Goldficlds
Water Supply Department. The case as
prepared by the committee was serutinised
and altered in some respects hy the Diree-
tor of Works, Mr. Dumas, and the then
Under Secretary of Works, My, Andrew, It
was finally checked over and altered some-
what by the Government, and when eom-
pleted and printed, was presented to the
Prime Minister, Mr. Chifley.

On the presentation of the printed ease,
the Prime Minister expressed his very great
interest in the scheme, and said his Govern-
ment attached tremendons importanee to
the additional storage and reticulation of
water in the Commonwealth. He thought
his Government would be prepared to make
finaneial assistance for the seheme avail-
shle to the State, and agreed to set up a
Commonwezlth departmental committee to
enable an investigation of all phases of
the scheme to be made so that the Common-
wealth Government might obtain a report
and recommendations. This committee has
been formed. .

The chairman, Mr. Loder, of the Com-
monwealth Works Department, was in
Western Australia some two or three weeks
ago on an all-States and Commonwealth
conference on roads. He visited Narrogin
and on that occasion had a conference with
representatives of the local governing
authorities of the Great Somthern district.
Mr. Loder, with the other members of the
eommittee, will arrive in Western Australia
towards the end of this month or early next
month. They will visit many distriets to
be served by the scheme for the purpose of
meeting with loecal organisations and indi-
vidun] farmers. I am not suggesting the
committee will visit every district and meet
overy person, as that would be a physical
impossibility; but it will, I understand, en-
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deavour to visit as many places and meet
as many people as possible during its in-
vestigations of the scheme.

My, Leslie: What about sending them
outside that area, too?

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: The
State Government is anxious that the Com-
monweaith committee should ecomplete its
work as quickly as possible, because we de-
sire the Commonwealth Government to
make its decision, if possible, before the
end of the year, and thus enable us to
proceed with the preliminary work of the
scheme in January of next year; provided,
of course, that Parliament approves of the
Bill and gives the Government the neces-
sory legal authority to procecd with the
eonstruection of the scheme.

There is no need to emphasise the magni-
tude of this scheme; it has already been
given a considerable amount of publicity.
In addition, members have received a copy
of the doeument explaining the scheme, a
summary of whieh document—and a fairly
substantial one—was published in ‘‘The
West Australian.” Consequently the people
of the State have had a reasonable oppor-
tunity to become fully acquainted with the
main features of the scheme and the ob-
jectives which it is designed to achieve, It
can bhe said, even at this stage, that the
people favour the scheme. As a result of
the additional knowledge which will be
made available to them by the debates
which will take place in this House and
later, T hope, in the Legislative Council, a
great numher of people will become better
informed, because I am confident the more
informed the people hecome, the more solid
will be their support for this undertaking.

“Naturally, there will be some opponents
to the scheme vight to the bitter end; but
1 shounld imagine—indeed, T bhelieve—their
number will be extremely few., They will
he those few people here and there wheo,
from purely financial and personal con-
siderations, helieve they can do without the
scheme. They will believe they can struggle
along successfully with whatever water
supply scheme they have on their own pro-
perties. That might be true, but their
number would be very few. The vital point
for consideration by wmembers of Parlia-
ment is not the few that might he able to
get along without the scheme, but the great
majority of farmers and townspeople who
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will not be able to get along suecessfully,
or even reasonably—either from the point
of view of wealth produetion or from the
point of view of living eonditions—without
the scheme.

Hon. N, Keenan: I believe you have read
Sir John Forrest’s speech.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No. 1
frankly confess that I have not read any
of his speeches in recent years,

Hon. N. KKeenan: I do not mean in recent
years.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I have
not read any speeches in recent years ex-
cept those of the member for Nedlands,
which I always read and very much enjoy.
The Government places this Bill before
Parliament with every eonfidence. We he-
lieve Parhiament will take the opportunity
provided of approving of a scheme of great
wmagnitude, one that will prove of incal-
culable value to the people of the districts
coneerned. In the confidence of that belief,
T move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.
M.

On motion by Doney, debate ad-

Journed.

BILL—SUPPLY (No, 2), £2,200,000.
Returned from the Coumeil without
amendment.

House adjourned at 827 p.m.

Tregislutive Gouncil.

Tuesday, 22ad Octaber, 1946,
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QUESTION.
WOOL.
As to Freedom of Movement of Purchases.

Hon. A. L. LOTON asked the Chief See-
retary:

1, Is the Minister aware of the state-
ment as published in “The West Austra-
lian’' dated the 17th October, 1946, re wool
sules at Newecastie—*‘That no further wool
will be bought or sold in Australia until
eonditions return to a stage when buyers
arc sure of freedom of movement of wool
purchased’’?

2, Hos the Minister verified such state-
ment?

3, If the uhove statement is correet, is
the State Government taking steps to
guarvantee such movement of wool in this
State?

The. CHIEF SECRETARY replied:

1, 2 and 3, The statement quoled emin-
ated from a meeting of brokers, buyers and
shipowners and had partieuiar applieation
to New South Wales.

MOTION—WAR FUNDS REGULATION
ACT.

To Approve of Proclumations for Transfer
of Assets,

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W.
H. Kitson—West) [4.36]: T move—

That under the provisions of Section 5, Sub-
section (4) of the War Funds Regulation Act,
19839, this House approve of the issuc of pre-
clamations aunthorising the transfer of the
assets of the Australian Comforts Fund (West.
ern Australian Division), the Naval Welfave
and Comforts Fund and the R.AAF. Com-
forts Fund, in the terms set out in the pro-
clamations.

This motion deals with assets in the na-
ture of eush and goods held by the Aus-
tralian Comforts Fund, the Naval Welfare
and Comforts Fund, and the R.A.AF, Com-
forts Fund, comprising three of the major
wrr fund organisations registered in this
State under the provisions of the War
Funds Pepulation Aet, 1939, That Act
provides for the constitution of a War
Funds Couneil to supervise the operations
nof individuals, ecommittees ebe, raising
moneys for purposes connected with the



